
 
 

Policies and Guidelines 
 

ABSENCES, MAKE-UP CLASSES AND CANCELLATIONS 
★ If you need to miss a class, you are welcome to attend the other class option to make it up, 

up to 3 times, in order to still attend 10 classes total in the current session. Make-up classes 
will not roll over to other sessions. Please direct all make-up requests to the director.  

★ In the event of cancellation due to weather, sickness, or other extenuating circumstances, 
every effort will be made to make an additional class available during the session either on a 
Saturday or as an extra week at the end of the session. Emails and/or text messages will be 
sent out as quickly as possible to notify everyone of the circumstances. 

 

CLASSROOM GUIDELINES 
★ Maintaining a Healthy Environment: Please do not attend class if your child is ill. Help 

minimize germs. The best defense against catching an illness is to wash both your hands 
and your child’s hands immediately after class. At this stage of development it is expected 
that children will put toys and props in their mouth. This is ok, however, please keep track of 
what goes in the mouth, and put the object to wet box so that it can be property disinfected 
after class. 

★ Timeliness Request: Please do your best to arrive to class on time – it will make your child's 
adjustment easier, and we do plan to start classes promptly.  

★ Safety: We will work on a couple guidelines for general safety in class, such as one-finger 
touch, no throwing, and no running (except as a musical activity during a song, all together). 
That being said, we understand that our children are "works in progress." We don't expect 
them to behave perfectly. The best way we've found to enforce these guidelines is to remind 
them of the rule (for example, no running) before each class, and let them know that if they 
run in class, you'll have them take a break by stepping out for a few moments. Then every 
time they run, gently remove them from the room without talking or reprimanding. 

★ Snacks and Toys: Please avoid bringing snacks into the classroom. We sometimes enroll 
children with allergies who will react to “dust” from cookies or other snacks that have a 
minimal amount of a nut product in it. Bottles, cups and breastfeeding in class is fine when 
necessary. Lovies are fine as long as the child is able to be musical with them! 

★ Taking Pictures in Class: Parents occasionally bring cameras or video cameras to film their 
children in class. Let me know if you do not want you or your child to be photographed. The 



best time to take photos is during the playalong so that you can model and sing throughout 
the rest of the class. Please also ask the other parents before you post a picture of them on 
social media. 

★ Un-registered Sibling or Friend: If you have an older child who is off school and you wish to 
bring him/her along to class, feel free to do so as long as you notify the teacher first. The 
school-age kids are always a pleasure to have and such good role-models for the little ones. 
Siblings under 5 who are coming regularly need to be registered. Often we have room in 
classes for you to bring a friend. A family can try a class with no obligation. Invite a friend to 
class early in the semester in case they’d like to complete the session with us! Please notify 
the teacher before bringing friends though, to make sure there is room in the class. 

 

YOUR ROLE  
★ Modeling for the Children: All children have the natural ability to learn to sing in tune, keep a 

beat, and participate with confidence and pleasure in music and movement, provided that 
their early environment supports such learning. Your active participation, in class and at 
home, is the key to your children learning and growing musically.  At Music Together® we 
introduce parents and their young children to the joys of actively making music rather than 
passively consuming it. Young children learn through play and experimentation, and by 
watching and listening to the grownups they love enjoying making music. Parents don't need 
to have musical skills, just a desire to play and have fun with their children! 

★ Avoiding Verbal Directives: It can be tough to restrain the impulse to give your child 
directives such as "Do what she is doing, hold your instrument this way” but children 
respond best by just seeing and hearing you doing (and enjoying) it yourself! We allow 
toddlers to wander throughout the room, but If you want your child to come back to you, 
redirect your child physically back to you or the circle instead of calling to him. Of course 
watch out for your child’s safety, but mostly your job is to just relax, and have fun! 

★ Using Music Together Materials: Play your music at home and in the car as frequently as 
possible, especially during the first few weeks of class. Make it available to your child to 
listen to while she is playing or before nap or bedtime. Use the songbook to help you 
remember the songs or to play along if you play an instrument. Try using the songbook at 
storytime instead of a regular book, and sing through the songs as you go along. Looking at 
the printed notes on the page will help children understand that music is something that can 
be read, like words. Familiarization with notation will help them when they are more ready 
for formal music instruction, typically when they are school aged. 

★ Digital Ways to Enjoy the Music: The online Family Music Zone at Music Together’s site 
(www.musictogether.com/familymusiczone), and the free Music Together App, "Hello 
Everybody" give you ways to get the music wherever you are. Sign up for your Music 
Together Account, enter your unique code from your songbook and you will be able to 
access all your music, videos, educational resources for parents, and more! Any trouble with 
this process, email support@musictogether.com. 


